
188 Unit 3: Learning Theories

MODULE 10
INFORMATION 
PROCESSING

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
Assumptions of the Information Processing Approach

➊	 Describe the assumptions that underlie the information processing 

approach.

Perception and Attention

➋	 Explain how perception and attention are important processes for 

learning information.	

Memory

•	 Encoding, Storage, and Retrieval

•	 Sensory Memory

•	 Working (Short-Term) Memory

•	 Long-Term Memory

➌	 Describe the function, capacity, and duration for three types of 

memory.

Applications: Teaching Effective Processing

•	 Increase Attention

•	 Enhance Memory
➍	 Discuss the methods for getting and maintaining students’ 

attention.

➎	 Summarize the instructional strategies for helping students 

enhance memory.

ASSUMPTIONS OF THE INFORMATION 
PROCESSING APPROACH

➊	 Describe the assumptions that underlie the information processing approach.

Do you remember the Pledge of Alliance? Do you remember any of the geometry theorems you 
learned in high school? How about your great-grandmother’s maiden name? What did you eat 
for breakfast on June 5, 2015? The information you can and cannot remember is most likely due 
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